
 

    

òRemember not the former things, 

    nor consider the things of old. 

 Behold, I am doing a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not 

perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

    and rivers in the desert.ó  

   Isaiah 43:18- 19 
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January 11, Matthew 3:13-17 
The Baptism of Jesus  
13 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, 
to be baptized by him. 

14 
John would have prevented 

him, saying, òI need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?ó 

15 
But Jesus answered him, òLet it 

be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all right-
eousness.ó Then he consented. 

16 
And when Jesus was 

baptized, immediately he went up from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened to him,

[a]
 and 

he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; 

17 
and behold, a voice from 

heaven said, òThis is my beloved Son,
[b]

 with whom I 
am well pleased.ó  
January 18, John 1:29-42a 
Behold, the Lamb of God 
29 
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, òBehold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! 

30 
This is he of whom I 

said, ôAfter me comes a man who ranks before me, 
because he was before me.õ 

31 
I myself did not know 

him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with wa-
ter, that he might be revealed to Israel.ó 

32 
And 

John bore witness: òI saw the Spirit descend from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 

33 
I my-

self did not know him, but he who sent me to bap-
tize with water said to me, ôHe on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptiz-
es with the Holy Spirit.õ 

34 
And I have seen and have 

borne witness that this is the Son
[a]

 of God.ó  
January 25, Matthew 4:12-25 
Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
18 
While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fish-
ermen. 

19 
And he said to them, òFollow me, and I will 

make you fishers of men.ó
[b]

 
20 
Immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. 
21 
And going on from 

there he saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zeb-
edee their father, mending their nets, and he called 
them. 

22 
Immediately they left the boat and their fa-

ther and followed him.  

 

January 4, Luke 2:40-52 
The Boy Jesus in the Temple 
41 
Now his parents went to Jerusa-
lem every year at the Feast of the 
Passover. 

42 
And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up ac-
cording to custom. 

43 
And when 

the feast was ended, as they were 
returning, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem. His parents 
did not know it, 44 but supposing 
him to be in the group they went 
a day's journey, but then they be-
gan to search for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances, 

45 
and 

when they did not find him, they 
returned to Jerusalem, searching 
for him. 

46 
After three days they 

found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them ques-
tions. 

47 
And all who heard him 

were amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 

48 
And when his 

parents
[a]

 saw him, they were 
astonished. And his mother said to 
him, òSon, why have you treated 
us so? Behold, your father and I 
have been searching for you in 
great distress.ó 

49 
And he said to 

them, òWhy were you looking for 
me? Did you not know that I must 
be in my Father's 
house?ó

[b]
 
50 
And they did not un-

derstand the saying that he spoke 
to them. 

51 
And he went down with 

them and came to Nazareth and 
was submissive to them. And his 
mother treasured up all these 
things in her heart.

2 
And Je-

sus increased in wisdom and in 
stature

[c]
 and in favor with God 

and man 

The Gospel for January 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%203%3A13-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23209a
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A40-52&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25013a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A40-52&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25014b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A40-52&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25017c
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For the mountains may depart  

    and the hills be removed,  

but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,  

    and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,Ě 

    says the Lord, who has compassion on you.  

Isaiah 54:10  
 

Happy New Year! Itôs how we greet one another around the turn of the year. And indeed, itôs our 
heartfelt desire that the new year will be a happy one for everyone. Yet none of us can know what the future 
will bring. The Christian is no better off in this regard than the unbeliever. A child of God canôt see into the 
future anymore than a child of the world. But what the child of God can see, through the lens of Holy Scrip-
ture, is the heart of his heavenly Father. 
Whether poorer or richer in the coming year, Godôs children know theyôll lack nothing necessary. 

ñTherefore do not be anxious, saying, óWhat shall we eat?ô or óWhat shall we drink?ô or óWhat shall we 
wear?ô For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to youò (Mt 6:31
-33).  
Will there be more suffering or joy in the next 365 days? No one can say. But even in the midst of suf-

fering, Godôs children know the never-failing love of their heavenly Father. ñFor the Lord will not cast off 
forever, for, though he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast 
loveò (Lam 3:31-32). Even more, children of God cling to His promise to turn even the evils of this world 
into good. ñAnd we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purposeò (Rm 8:28). 
Might there be severe testing of oneôs faith in the coming year? Possibly. Yet however weak oneôs 

faith may prove to be, Godôs children know that ña bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning 
wick he will not quenchò (Is 42:3). 
And finally, neither the believer nor the unbeliever knows whether this year might be his last. Howev-

er, children of God know this: ñFor none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord'sò (Rm 14:7-8). Godôs children know that to go on living is to live the life thatôs been preordained by 
the Lord for His purposes. On the other hand, the Lordôs children trust that ñthough [they] die, yet shall 
[they] liveò (John 11:25). Eternal life is the destiny that awaits Godôs children where ñdeath shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
awayò (Rev 21:4). 
Therefore, dear child loved by God, donôt face the coming year with hesitancy or anxiety of any kind. 

Live in confidence that whatever path your heavenly Father leads you on in the coming year is a path that 
takes you through His kingdom of grace as He walks with you, along the trail He has mapped out that will 
ultimately end with you in His eternal kingdom of glory. 

 

With Him as Lord to lead our way  

In want and in prosperity,  

What need we fear in earth or space  

In this new year of grace!  

LSB 896:5  
 

Your servant in Christ and fellow child of the heavenly Father, 
Pastor Licht 



 

New Member Class 
 

If you or someone you know is interested in  
joining our church, please contact Pastor Licht  
or call the church office,  563-386-2342. 

Bible Studies                               

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  

 

Sunday School 
 

Every Sunday 
At 10:30am 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



þEvery 

tithe of 

the land, 

whether 

of the 

seed of 

the land 

or of the 

fruit of 

the trees, 

it is the 

Lordüs; it 

is holy to 

the Lord.ÿ 

Leviticus 

27:30 
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If you have any questions,  Contact Jessica Welch 

; ǜƋ â ƽƑŪȂƋ ȏƽƑ ȧǤǀƅƑ ǤƵ ȏƽƑ ûǤȂƋ
ȆŪȯǀǜƶ͗;őƽǤǛ ȆƽŪǕǕ â ȆƑǜƋ͗ ŪǜƋ ȩƽǤ
ȩǀǕǕ ƶǤ ƵǤȂ ȔȆ͝ ́
ĶƽƑǜ â ȆŪǀƋ͗;ÜƑȂƑ â ŪǛ͛ ĮƑǜƋ ǛƑ͖ ́

âȆŪǀŪƽ Ч͘Щ 



þEvery tithe of 

the land, 

whether of the 

seed of the 

land or of the 

fruit of the 

trees, it is the 

Lordüs; it is 

holy to the 

Lord.ÿ 

Leviticus 27:30 

òProclaiming the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ  

to children and their parents through a high quality child care program.ó 

         L ITTLE  B LESSINGS  D AYCARE                

                      Little Blessings has had a great time celebrating Christmas and the 
New year. The Staff and the children both have been gifted catered meals from 
several parents during the week of Christmas. Weôre very thankful for being 
acknowledged by our parents for the care we give to their children. The Staff was 
also given a gift from our board which we are so thankful for, and enjoyed that 
Carrie could come and hand them out personally to us. 
The center had a Crazy Christmas theme week, something silly everyday leading 
up to Our Polar Express day. Ms. Lori came to read to the PreK class, all classes 
made homemade Hot Chocolate, and we all enjoyed the movie in the hallway. 
The PreK Class celebrated Jesusô birth by having a birthday party and making a 

birthday cake and singing 
happy birthday. 
 
Moving forward to the New 
Year we have our first Bible 
Story, which is about  

Seasons, the Bible Verse  
is from Ecclesiastes 3:1  

 

Submitted by Angela Stickel, Interim Director 
 

Little Blessings ï ñProclaiming the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ to children 
and their parents through a high quality child care program.ò 

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  
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Dates to Remember: 
Sunday school resumes: Jan. 11th  
Voterõs Meeting Jan. 25th  

 

Thank you to everyone who participated 
in this yearõs Childrenõs Christmas Pro-
gram! The birth of Jesus was told in 
such a special way and celebrated in 
style with pizza, birthday cake and ice 
cream. Thank you to the parents for 
supporting your children and getting 
them to the practices. Thank you to  
Linda Anderson for writing such a  

special program and leading us in music, 
Brenda Ross for helping to lead the  
children, Steve McCoy for getting the 
pizzas, and to Terrie Burkey for baking a 
terrific birthday cake, as always! :) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan. 4   No Nursery Coverage  

Jan 11   Janey Zirpel 
Jan 18   Rachel Smith 

Jan 25   Amber Heppner (Voterõs Mtg) 

When the parents brought the child Jesus to do for him what the cus-
tom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying: òSovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your 
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel.ó                 Luke 2:27-32  

Calling all 3 year old's - 
5th graders!!! Join us up-
stairs on Sunday morn-
ings to dig into Godõs 
Word with fun Bible 
Stories and crafts. In-
vite a friend to join us!  
 ññññññññññññ  



Dates to Remember 
January 7thñConfirmation Class resumes 
January 12thñBible Class resumes 
 January 22ndñChristian Care Meal 
January 25thñ Voterõs Meeting 

 
Upcoming Youth Events  

 

January 22 
Christian Care  

 

Middle School & High School Youth      

MŶĵĔŖďž ƹĔ 
ÝĔōĈŝœĔ
óƆ óǌ ŝĥ
ŝǘ ĔƝĔŖƆžǮ 
³ōĔóžĔ 
ĵŖƝĵƆĔ 

¯...with full courage 
now as always  
Christ will be  

honored in my body, 
whether by life or by 
death. For to me to 
LIVE IS CHRIST, and 
to die is gain.° 

 
             ~St. Paul 
               Philippians I 

Youth Bible Study 
 

Calling all 6th grade- High School Stu-
dents! Grab a cookie and some coffee! 
Middle School will join  Mr. Chase Crull 
in the Library and High School will join 
Mrs. Kali Gruenhagen in the Youth Room 
during the  Bible Study hour!  Hope to 
see you there!  Bring a Friend!  

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION 
Mission statement:  As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, 
support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.  
 

All ladies of Risen Christ are members of LWML ï and all are welcome to come to 
any or all of our activities. 

News Submitted by Grace Schrage 

 

Bible Study: 
No Bible study in Jan. 
The next one will be on Feb. 5th. 
Devotion will be: Proclaiming 
Christõs Steadfast Love and the 
Bible study is: --BeñLoveñd: Liv-
ing as a Child of God 
Every Sunday, Adult Bible Class 
with Pastor Licht ð at 10:30 
a.m. 

 

Check out the LWML bulletin 
board: 
a thank you from the seminary 
student we ôadoptedõ 

Information from Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) 

And more 

Davenport Zone News 
. 

LWML Iowa East District 
2026 Convention 
In Iowa City 

  

June 12, 2026 ï June 13, 2026 
Theme: Rooted in Christ 

  

Spring Rally at Our Savior 
Fall Rally at Holy Cross 

Dates are yet to be decided 
____________________________________ 

  

 Annual retreat for LWML IED is 
At 

Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 
 

 July 17-18, 2026 
  

 If you are currently not receiving ALIVE 
issues from the district and want to have 
the ALIVE issues forwarded to you (it is 
only available via email), let Grace 

Schrage know. 
Her email is Gotoski.g.a@gmail.com 

 

Where do the quilts go ð that we 
give to LWR: 
315,818 quilts were distributed 
in 2025 

85,737 went to U.S. ð east 
17,720 went to U.S. -central 
10,581 went to U.S. - west 

  
  
  
   
Jan. 1 ð No Bible study 
Jan. 4 ð Mites Sunday 
Jan. 12 ð Quilting at 3:30 p.m. 
Jan. 27 ð Mugs and Muffins ð 
we will tie fleece blankets for 
Philõs Friends 
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T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  

͆̈́͆ξ͉͆ ̈́͆͋ϔ§űǈǈűƚƑϔ_ǀģƑǔϔ͊ 

:Ŭǀűǈǔ-:ŌƑǔŌǀŌņϔfƚƽŌϔŤƚǀϔ:ģƑĿŌǀϔÕģǔűŌƑǔǈ 
ÕŬűƇόǈϔ^ǀűŌƑņǈΩϔôήàήϔνϔϝ̈́̈́ͅΩ̈́̈́̈́ 

ľƚǜǔϔíŬűǈϔ§űǈǈűƚƑϔ_ǀģƑǔ 

The core of Philôs Friends mission is based on Matthew 25:36, I was sick and you visited me. In 

the past 18 years, Philôs Friends has sent nearly 60,000 care packages and more than one million 

Cards of Hope. This ministry supports anyone with cancer regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, or 

income level.  

It costs $100 for one year to support a cancer patient. This total includes the care package, 12 

Cards of Hope, and postage. The care packages are hand-decorated, and the contents are  

customized according to the age and gender of the recipient. They are filled with simple,  

practical comfort items that cancer patients can use during their treatments. Philôs Friends is 

100% donor supported.  

 

This grant will purchase supplies for care packages and Cards of Hope and will pay for shipping 

and postage to support 1,000 cancer patients for one year. 

*****When we meet in January for Mugs and Muffins, our RCLC ladies will be tying  

fleece blankets to be sent to Philôs Friends for their care packages.***** 

 

PRAYER:  Dear Jesus, our Savior who knows our suffering, thank You for showing us how to 

love our neighbor. Thank You for taking away our sins by dying on the cross. We have the sure 

hope of eternal life because You conquered death by rising from the grave. Please guide Philôs 

Friends and the volunteers who spread the Gospel through the care packages and Cards of Hope. 

Please encourage the cancer patients as they go through treatments and help them feel Your love 

and compassion as they use the gifts and read the Bible. In Your name we pray. Amen.  
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ωČģƇƇϔƚŤϔfƚƽŌϊ 

These are just a few of the 750 care packages that were decorated and packed at the 

church packing event in Illinois. The packages were sent all over the United States, 

including one to Hawaii. At this event, several church members even selected spe-

cial items to go into a care package they would deliver personally. 

ω~ƚǳŌϔűǈϔ²ǴƇϔ ǀƚǜƑņϔĒƚǜήϊ 

Even before a patient opens a box, they are encouraged! Weôve heard stories. 

There are some very clever and artistic people out there, and this is just one 

example of a how beautifully these boxes are decorated. This one will surely 

bring a smile to a cancer patientôs face. 



LWML                                                                                   LbChwa!¢Lhb Cwha [²a[ΦhwD 

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  

ω9ƚǹϔƚŤϔ~ƚǳŌϔģƑņϔ:ƚƏƽģǈǈűƚƑϊ 

Each care package is filled with simple items that express love and compassion. We thought 

carefully about which items we would include each care package, ones that would meet 

practical needs and bring comfort on days when a patient is experiencing dark days. 
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 Menõs Ministry 
F ELLOWSHIP                                 

 

 

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  
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C HRISTMAS  T EAR -DOWN  /V OTER õS  M TG    

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  
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The Risen Christ Church Council is elected as representatives of the con-
gregation as the church follows its purpose in preaching the word of God, 
caring for its members, and serving in Godôs Kingdom.   
 
Christian Care meals re-commence in January. Volunteers to prepare and 
serve the meals are always needed. Sign up on the kiosk if you can  
support.  
 
With the beginning of 2026, the new council members will be installed this 
month.  
 
Council Chairman-    Jeff Anderson (incoming) 
Council Vice Chairman-    Ron Gruenhagen 
Treasurer-     Michelle Warner (incoming) 
Secretary-      Rachel Luebbe 
Education and Childrenôs Ministry- Heidi Iltis  
Elders-      Tim Welch  
Evangelism-     Scott Sievert 
Future Planning-     Ian McCloud 
Little Blessings Day Care-   Carrie Trickey (incoming)  
Stewardship-     Still Vacant 
Trustees-      Myles Zirpel  

 
Thanks to the following departing council members for their service- 
 
Jessica Welch 
Patty Thomas 
Bryan Johnson 
The Council is always looking for help in the many and various ways that 
Risen Christ supports the Pastor, Church Administrator, Staff, Members, 
and the Community.  If you would like to get involved, or have questions, 
please see any Council member. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Dave Luebbe (Out-going Council Chairman) 



Beautify our Altar with flowers.  Sign up at the kiosk bulletin board.   

            ALTAR               
01/04  OPEN 
01/11 REYNOLD WAECH 
01/18 OPEN  
01/25 OPEN 
 

Flower Chart for year 2026 is available on the kiosk in the  
narthex.  Please make checks payable to Risen Christ Lutheran 
Church. 
 

When you have signed up to provide flowers for a certain date, please fill out the pink Altar 
Flower instruction sheet and turn it in to the office by the prior Sunday.  The cost for a 
bouquet is $43 (slightly more if you wish to add special flowers such as roses or lilies).  

Altˉʞ Fl˛ʂˏrʟ        

Sˤndˉʦ Coʺ˖ɰeʟ 

01/04   CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  
 

01/11  ELDERS  
 

01/18  LITTLE BLESSINGS 
 

01/25  FUTURE PLANNING  
 

 

*Committee is responsible when memberõs havenõt  
signed- up.    
 

Please sign up at the kiosk to provide or serve cookies or both.  
There are opportunityõs for everyone to serve. 
Everyone enjoys treats & community building after Sunday morning services. Call the 
church office with any questions.  

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  
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2209 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL 61201 
  (309) 786-5734  

  www.christiancareqc.org 

Menõs Shelter Meal Service 
 

Where:  2209 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL  
 

When:  The fourth Thursday night of each month.   Arrive at the shelter between 

5:00- 5:30 pm, depending on meal prep time required.  
 

What:  We provide a meal for  50-60 people.   
  

Details: Meal items can be prepared ahead of time and heated up at the shel-

ter.  They have  2 big ovens that we can use.  They provide serving dishes, 

utensils, plates, drinks and clean -up.  We provide a tasty nourishing meal 

(main dish, side dishes, dessert.).   
 

Thrivent members can apply for Thrivent  Action Team  dollars for each 

date they help in order to defray the costs.   In a nutshell: sign up for a 

date, plan a meal, prepare it  and serve it with love.  
 

Contact Bryan Johnson or Sandy Sievert  or sign up at the kiosk in the  

narthex if interested in helping prepare a meal.  
 

January  22nd ñSieverts & Youth Group  

February 26th ñChris Rall & Angela Franzenburg & Family  

March 26th ñDavid & Rachel Luebbe  
 

Look for the sign up sheets at the kiosk for all months in 2026. 

Sign up early to make sure all of these dates are covered!  

This is a great family or small group activity!  
 

Thank you to all of the families that contribute their time & re-

sources to help those in need in our community.  


