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April 12, John 20:19-31 
Jesus and Thomas 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin,[d] was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 
told him, òWe have seen the Lord.ó But he said to 
them, òUnless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and 
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.ó 26 Eight days later, 
his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, òPeace be with you.ó 27 Then 
he said to Thomas, òPut your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do 
not disbelieve, but believe.ó 28 Thomas answered him, òMy 
Lord and my God!ó 29 Jesus said to him, òHave you be-
lieved because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.ó       John 20:24-29  

April 19, Luke 24:13-35 
On the Road to Emmaus 
28 So they drew near to the village to which they were go-
ing. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they 
urged him strongly, saying, òStay with us, for it is toward 
evening and the day is now far spent.ó So he went in to 
stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he 
took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to 
them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized 
him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to 
each other, òDid not our hearts burn within us while he 
talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scrip-
tures?ó 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to 
Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who 
were with them gathered together, 34 saying, òThe Lord 
has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!ó 35 Then 
they told what had happened on the road, and how he 
was known to them in the breaking of the bread.                       
Luke 24:28-35  
 
April 26, John 10:1-10 
I Am the Good Shepherd 
7 So Jesus again said to them, òTruly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who 
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.      
                                                                                                      John 10: 7-10                                    

 

April 5, Matthew 28:1-10 
 The Resurrection  
Now after the Sabbath, toward the 
dawn of the first day of the week, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, 
there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. 3 His appear-
ance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear 
of him the guards trembled 
and became like dead men. 5 But the 
angel said to the women, òDo not be 
afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus 
who was crucified. 6 He is not here, 
for he has risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he[a] lay. 7 Then 
go quickly and tell his disciples that 
he has risen from the dead, and be-
hold, he is going before you to Gali-
lee; there you will see him. See, I 
have told you.ó 8 So they departed 
quickly from the tomb with fear and 
great joy, and ran to tell his disci-
ples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them 
and said, òGreetings!ó And they came 
up and took hold of his feet 
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus 
said to them, òDo not be afraid; go 
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, 
and there they will see me.ó  

The Gospel for April 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26880d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24198a
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[Look] to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,  
who for the joy that was set before him  
endured the cross, despising the shame,  

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Hebrews 12:2 
 

Weôre almost through our Lenten journey and soon weôll be celebrating our Lordôs resurrec-
tion.  Jesusô tomb that will be sealed shut with a stone on Good Friday will be open Easter morn-
ing, revealing an empty tomb and pointing us to the One who was dead but is now alive forever-
more. 
 

We make this journey every year, not because we can actually travel back in time with Him, but 
because we must hear of His journey to the cross and the tomb and out again if we are to rightly 
know what it means for Jesus to be our Lord and our Savior. 
 

Knowing where He went for us tells us what He brings to us now.  He 
went the way of suffering and death in order to receive for us, in our 
place, the just punishment for our sin.  He hung on the cross to pay the 
price of redemption for us to free us from our slavery to sin.  His body 
was buried in a tomb to sanctify our graves and make them to be a hal-
lowed place of rest for us.  He rose from His tomb to open the way for 
us out of our own tombs.  He ascended to the right hand of His Father 
to rule this world on our behalf and to prepare for us our eternal, heav-
enly abode. 
 

Because Jesus has been to all of these places for us, His presence with 
us now is not to condemn us but to bless us, to forgive us, and to keep us in His kingdom.  He 
comes to us now in the waters of Holy Baptism so that His death and His resurrection are now our 
death and our resurrection.  He proclaims and delivers His forgiveness through words of absolu-
tion.  His Words of eternal life are preached into our ears.  His body and blood, given and shed on 
the cross, are fed into our mouths to forgive our sins, strengthen our faith, and bind us together 
with Him and our fellow believers. 
 

All this He is doing to actively serve us as our Lord who came to serve, not to be served.  But He 
could do none of it if He had not taken up human flesh to go the way of the cross and the empty 
tomb for us. 
 

May your Lenten journey lead you to know the true joy of our resurrected Lord who endured the 
cross so that He might now deliver to us the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
 

Pastor Licht 



 

New Member Class 
 

If you or someone you 
know is interested in  

joining our church, please 
contact Pastor Licht  
or call the church office,  
563-386-2342. 

Bible Studies                               

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  

 

Sunday School 
 

Every Sunday 
At 10:30am 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



þEvery 

tithe of 

the land, 

whether 

of the 

seed of 

the land 

or of the 

fruit of 

the trees, 

it is the 

Lordüs; it 

is holy to 

the Lord.ÿ 

Leviticus 

27:30 
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If you have any questions, Contact Michelle Warner 

; ǜƋ â ƽƑŪȂƋ ȏƽƑ ȧǤǀƅƑ ǤƵ ȏƽƑ ûǤȂƋ
ȆŪȯǀǜƶ͗;őƽǤǛ ȆƽŪǕǕ â ȆƑǜƋ͗ ŪǜƋ ȩƽǤ
ȩǀǕǕ ƶǤ ƵǤȂ ȔȆ͝ ́
ĶƽƑǜ â ȆŪǀƋ͗;ÜƑȂƑ â ŪǛ͛ ĮƑǜƋ ǛƑ͖ ́

âȆŪǀŪƽ Ч͘Щ 



þEvery tithe of 

the land, 

whether of the 

seed of the 

land or of the 

fruit of the 

trees, it is the 

Lordüs; it is 

holy to the 

Lord.ÿ 

Leviticus 27:30 

òProclaiming the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ  

to children and their parents through a high quality child care program.ó 

         L ITTLE  B LESSINGS  D AYCARE                

 

Submitted by Angela Stickel, Interim Director 

I 

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  
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Dates to Remember: 
*April 2 @ 7pmñ 

Maundy Thursday Worship 
*April 3@ 12pm & 7pmñ 
Good Friday Worship 

*April 4ñ9am Easter Egg Hunt  
*April 5ñ7am Sunrise Worship 

8am Easter Breakfast 
9am Easter Worship 

No Sunday School on Easter Sunday 
*May 3 Confirmation Sunday -
Celebration Breakfast @ 10:30am  

ñNo Sunday School 
*May 10ñMotherõs DayñLast  
scheduled day of Sunday School 

*June 8-12ñVBS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 5ñNo CoverageñHappy Easter! 
April 12ñJordann Lehman 
April 19ñHeidi Iltis 
April 26ñAmber HeppnerñVoterõs 
     Meeting 

Jesus said, òLet the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.ó 
           Matthew 19:14 

Calling all 3 year old's - 5th 
graders!!! Join us upstairs 
on Sunday mornings to dig 
into Godõs Word with fun Bi-
ble Stories and crafts. 

Start each Sunday learning 
some great music. Invite a 

friend to join us!  

Risen Christõs annual Egg Hunt 
will be held on Saturday, April 4th 

@ 9am 
Besides hunting eggs, we will have 

refreshments, a telling of the 
Easter story and other activities 
For children through 5th grade. 

Bring a basket and a friend! 



Dates to Remember 
*April 4ñ7:30am Hide Easter Eggs 
*April 5ñ7am Sunrise Worship 

8am Easter Breakfast 
9am Easter Worship 

*May 3ñConfirmation Sunday 
Celebration Breakfast @ 10:30am 

ñNo Sunday School 
*May 10ñMotherõs DayñLast scheduled  

day of Sunday School 
*June 8-12ñVBS 

 

Weõll begin taking rummage sale donations after 
Easter, so tell your family and friends looking to 
clean out their spaces! Look for more info in next 
months Newsletter and for ways that you can 

help! 
 

Upcoming Youth Events 
ƓƖŔũШΡуEċƚƣĲƖШ7ƖĲċťŉċƚƣ 

ƓƖŔũШΝΤƣőуòŸƨƣőШ]ƖŸƨƓШÑƖŔƻŔċШ ŔŊőƣ 
~ċǃШΞΟƖĬуÅƨůůċŊĲШÉċũĲШ[ƨŰĬƖċŔƚĲƖ 

sƨũǃШΞΟу9őƖŔƚƣŔċŰШ9ċƖĲ 
ѼШ?ŔŰŰĲƖШ ŉƣĲƖƽċƖĬƚ 

  

Middle School & High School Youth      

MŶĵĔŖďž ƹĔ 
ÝĔōĈŝœĔ
óƆ óǌ ŝĥ
ŝǘ ĔƝĔŖƆžǮ 
³ōĔóžĔ 
ĵŖƝĵƆĔ 
ƆįĔœǳ 

¯...with full courage 
now as always  
Christ will be  

honored in my body, 
whether by life or by 
death. For to me to 
LIVE IS CHRIST, and 
to die is gain.° 

 
             ~St. Paul 
               Philippians I 

Youth Bible Study 
 

Calling all 6th grade- High School Stu-
dents! Grab a cookie and some coffee! 
Middle School and High School will join  
Mr. Chase Crull in the Library during the  
Bible Study hour!  Hope to see you there!  
Bring a Friend!  

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  
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Submitted by Kali Gruenhagen 



 L UTHERAN  WOMEN õS  M ISSIONARY  L EAGUE           

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION 
Mission statement:  As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, 
support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.  
 

All ladies of Risen Christ are members of LWML ï and all are welcome to come to 
any or all of our activities. 

News Submitted by Grace Schrage 

 

 

T H E  A R I S I N G  N E W S  

Bible Study: 
Bible study: [April 2ñMaundy 
Thurs Service 7pm] 
 
May 7thð 6:30pm 
Devotion: Devotion to God in Motherhood 
Bible Study: EveñMother of All the Living 
  
Every Sunday, Adult Bible Class 
with Pastor Licht ð at 10:30 a.m. 
___________________________ 

March 21stñPIN AND TIE DAY 
 

Thank you to those who came. We tied six 
quilts! 

 

Davenport Zone News 
 

Annual retreat for LWML IED is 
At Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca 
July 17- 18, 2026 

 
Hosted by the Mt. Pleasant Zone 

 
Theme: Joyful Freedom in Christ 

 
1 Peter 2:16ñóLive as people who 
are free, not using your freedom 
as a cover-up for evil, but living 
servants of God.ó 

 
Iowa East District News 

 
 

 Ladies ð we are invited to the: 
 

LWML 2026 Iowa East District Convention 
June 12-13, 2026 

At 
The Graduate by Hilton, Iowa City 

  

 Theme is: ROOTED IN CHRIST 
  

Registration: online at lwml-ied.org/events 

 
Apr. 5ñEASTERð first Sunday 
mites! 
Apr. 13ñQuilting @ 3:30pm 
April 28ñMugs & Muffins 
Apr 30ñRegistration for June con-
vention closes 
_________________________ 
 

Thank you to Heidi and Lynette 
for working to prepare quilts for 
the Pre-K graduates of Little 
Blessings Daycare. We will also as-
sist on April 13ñpin and tie as 
needed! 



LCMS Office of Pastoral Education--Set Apart to Serve Grant $100,000 
 

Set Apart to Serve (SAS) is a Synod-wide program focused on forming and re-

cruiting full-time church workers. Supplying the church with workers is one of 

the highest priorities for The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod (LCMS). SAS 

is striving to develop a culture where every LCMS congregation, school, and en-

tity intentionally forms and recruits church workers among their youth and 

adults. They are focusing on youth, second-career, multi-cultural ministry, and 

international outreach. Moving forward they will continue testing and refining 

all focus areas, form new partnerships, and expand resources available to con-

gregations, schools, and families. There are three areas of focus. First, there has 

been an increased interest in full-time church work at the LCMS Youth 

Gathering, YouthLead, and Higher Things events. Concordia universities and 

seminaries are reporting increases in enrollment in church work programs, for 

the first time in 15 years. Second, fostering an intentional culture of recruit-

ment and developing tools to identify second-career candidates is vital to in-

creasing enrollment in the seminaries. Finally, the SAS strategies on multi-

cultural and international workers will help bring all to know Jesus Christ. 

This $100,000 grant will help the Set Apart to Serve program encourage more 

members to consider church work. It will provide insight, collaboration, and 

needed resources to spread the saving Gospel message to all people. 

 

The heart of Set Apart To Serve (SAS) is the formation of church workers to en-

sure that LCMS continues to proclaim and teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 

our congregations and communities until Christ returns. Pastors and professional 

church workers are indispensable to accomplishing each of the Synodôs seven 

mission priorities. 

LWML  - Mission Grant Mite Bytes         PAGE  11 



LWML          
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tw!¸9w Ім 5ŜŀǊ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ¸ƻǳ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ¸ƻǳ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ Ǉŀǎπ
ǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎΦ .ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƻŦ {Ŝǘ !ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅΦ !ƳŜƴΦ 

tw!¸9w Ін 5ŜŀǊ [ƻǊŘΣ {Ŝǘ !ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ tŀǎǘƻǊǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ 5/9ǎΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƛǘȅ ŀƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ 
ƎǳƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƻǊƪΦ aŀƪŜ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎΦ .ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ IƛƎƘŜǊ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ[ŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘƛŀ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǝŜǎ ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎΦ Lƴ 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΦ !ƳŜƴΦ 
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E ASTER  F LOWERS  
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